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Shepherd— Robert Shepherd (or Sheppard) member of Virginia 
House of Burgesses, from James City county, 1 646-1647, widow Eliza- 
beth — sons, John, Robert, William— daughters, Anne, Priscilla and 
Susanna. Residence, Lower Chippook. Information wanted of this 
family of Shepherds' and their descendants in direct line— also col- 
laterals. 

Jno. Shepherd. 

159 La Salle St., Chicago. 



Garnett Family— I am seeking information concerning the Garnett 
ancestry, and the descendants of one Eleanor Stansifer, who married 
William Dollens. Her mother bore the maiden name of Garnett. See 
account of the Garnett family in the History of St. Mark's Parish 
(Culpepper, Va.) by Phillip Slaughter. This work is not accessible to 
me. 

Eugene F. McPike. 

1 Park Row, Room 606, Chicago. 
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THE BRENT FAMILY. 



Compiled by W r . B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 




The Pedigree of the Brents, of Cossington, in the County 

of Somerset. 



"It is recorded in the Red Book of the Knights Fees in the Exchequer 
that Odo de Brent, at the time of the Conquest, was Lord of Cossing- 
ton. The name of Odo's son was not known, but his grandchild was 
Jeffry, whose son was Nicholas, whose son was Sir Robert Brent, and 
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his son was Robert. So there were four Roberts successively.* The 
son of the last was John and his son Robert, and his son was likewise 
Robert, which Robert married Margaret and had two sons, viz : John 
and Robert. The said John who married Pontfoot [Pouncefoot] died 
anno 1524, had two sons, William and Richard, which William had 
Richard to his son, who married the daughter of Lord Stirton [Stourton] 
and had Anne who was married to Thomas Lord Paulet, by whom he 
had a daughter who was married to Hobby [Hoby] and she died with- 
out issue: so that the eldest line ended in the life of Queen Elizabeth. 
Richard, the son of John and brother of William, aforesaid, had issue 
Stephen, Giles and John. Stephen had John to his son, to whom after 
the death of Hobby [Hoby] the inheritence of Cossington descended 
as next heir. His son also was John, who possessed the land in 1676. 
From Giles descended Thomas Brent, of Salisbury, but John, the brother 
of Giles, died without issue. The aforesaid Robert, son of Robert by 
Margaret, in 1487 came to Stoke near Campden in Gloucestershire and 
there lived concealed by the name of John Buston, [or Burston] and 
married the daughter of George Colchester, Lord of Stoke and Ad- 
mington aforesaid. The said Robertf had Richard who died before his 
father. This Richard had Richard and he likewise had Richard to 
whom descended the two Lordships of Stoke and Admington. He was 
by Richard, his grandfather, left ward to Edward Reed, J Lord of Tus- 
burie and Witten, and married Eleanor, g the eldest daughter of said 
Reed, by whom he had many children, viz: Foulke, Richard, Giles, 
William, Edward and George; Margaret, Mary, Catherine, Elizabeth, 
Eleanor, Jane and Anne. Foulke died childless. Richard married the 
daughter of Sir John Peshael|| [Peshall] and had many children who lived 
to be men and women, and the whole of them died but the two young- 
est, Robert and Margaret. Robert, Lord of Stoke, had one son named 
Falcatius — to him descended Cossington after the death of John Brent, 
aforesaid. Giles, the third son of the said Richard, came to Maryland 
about the year 1637, and was Governor there. But that country being 
taken, he moved to Virginia about the year 1645. He had many child - 

*Only two are here mentioned, but the fact appears to be correctly stated. 

fThe son of this Robert was William Brent, who died 1591, and his son was Richard, 
who died before his father* 

JThe Illmington inscription says Giles Reed. 

§ Richard Brent married Elizabeth, not Eleanor Reed. 

|| Peshall of Horsley. This baronetcy was created the 25th of November, 161 2, and has 
been dormant since 171 2. John Peshall, Esq., of Horsley, Staffordshire, was created a 
baronet by King James I, the 25th of November, 1612, and four years later was sheriff of 
the county. He married Anne, daughter of Ralph Sheldon, Esqr., of Beoby in the county 
of Worcester, and had many children, of whom Jane, the fourth daughter married Rich- 
ard Calvert, Esqr., of Corkerem, and Margaret, the sixth daughter, married Richard 
Brent. Sir Thomas Peshall, third baronet, had a son John who married Charlotte, 
daughter of Thomas Lord Culpeper. 
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ren. Only the oldest son Giles lived, who had Giles and William, Mar- 
garet and Mary. Giles married Jane, the daughter of Colonel William 
Chandler, by whom he had a daughter who died soon after it was born. 
William, who was heir intail to the estate in Virginia and next after his 
son was heir to Cossington,* went to England in 1708 and married there. 
The fourth son of the said Richard and the fifth died childless, but 
George, the sixth son, married Marianna, the daughter of Sir John Pey- 
ton, of Doddington,f in the Isle of Ely, by whom he had George, John, 
Henry, William, Edward and Robert; Ann, Elizabeth, Dorothy, Mary, 
Margaret and Ursula. George came to Virginia and settled at Wood- 
stock in Stafford county. He married the daughter of Captain William 
Green and niece of Sir William Layton. By her he had George, Nich- 
olas and Robert; Marianne and Elizabeth. She died in child-bed of 
another girl the 26th of March, 1686. The said George the 27th March, 
1687, again married the second daughter of Lady Baltimore by her first 
husband, Henry Sewell, who was widow to Colonel William Chandler, 
by whom he had many children, but only three lived, Henry, Mary and 
Martha, of whom she died in child-bed the 12th March, 169^. 

The second son of the said George Brent, the son of Richard, died 
young. The third son of the said George, Henry, married the daugh- 
ter of Henry Calvert, Esq., sometime Governor of Maryland, t [perhaps 
Leonard Calvert is meant] by whom he had many children all of whom 
died before himself, who died the — day of January, 1694, and his land 
descended to George Brent, Esq., of Woodstock. 

The fourth son of the said George Brent, Esq., named William, died 
unmarried, and Edward, the fifth son, died young at the College of Douay 
in Flanders ; but Robert, the sixth son, married Anne, the daughter of 
Edniond Baugh, of Penfon, Worcestershire, and brought her into Vir- 
ginia in the year 1686, settled in Stafford county, where he had many 
children by her, all of which died but three — Marianna, who died un- 
married, Elizabeth, who married Jesse Doyne, of Charles countv, Mary- 
land, by whom he had many children, who are now living, and Richard, 
who died unmarried. 

* It will be seen further on that Falcatius, son of Robert Brent, probably outlived Wil- 
liam Brent by many years. It does not appear that Falcatius Brent ever had possession 
of Cossington. 

t Sir Robert Peyton, of Isleham, had two sons: 1. Sir Robert, ancestor of the baronets 
of Isleham and of all the Virginia families of the name. 2. Sir John, of Knowlon, Kent, 
who married Dorothy, daughter of Sir John Tindall, K. B., and had issue: 1. Sir Thomas; 
2. Sir John, of Doddington, Cambridgeshire, Governor of the Tower in the reign of 
Elizabeth; member of the privy council; Governor of Guernsey and Jersey in the time of 
James I. He married Dorothy, widow of Sir Robert Bell, and daughter and heir of 
Edward Beaupre, of Outwell, Norfold,and was father of Sir John Peyton, of Doddington, 
who married Alice, daughter of Sir John Peyton, of Isleham, and had with other issue 
Marianna, who married George Brent. 

X This is apparently an error. Henry Calvert was not Governor of Maryland. Edward 
Henry Calvert was Chief Councillor of that province in 1728. 
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Having now gone through most of the males, I shall go to the females. 
Richard, the grandfather of George Brent, Esq., of Woodstock, had only 
one daughter that married, viz: Jane, who married Thomas Cassie, 
Esq., of Widefield, in the county of Gloucester, by whom she had 
William, Jane, Ann and Elizabeth. She died in France in or about the 
Plot time — 1680. Where her children are I know not. The next of the 
females was Margaret, daughter of Richard and sister to Robert, Father 
of Falcatius, Lord of Stoke, who married Mr. Thomas Bartlett, of Eves- 
ham, by whom she had Richard, and what other I know not. The next 
was Mary, the daughter of Giles, the son of Richard Brent, who married 
Captain John Fitzherbert, and died childless. The next was Margaret,' 
daughter of Giles Brent, son of the aforesaid Giles, who married Mr. 
George Plowden, by whom she had several children. Her eldest son 
is named Edmund and is now alive ; and Mary, her sister, married Mr. 
John Nutwell, in Maryland, by whom she had one son named Brent 
Nutwell, now alive. These two were the sisters of William Brent, who 
went to England in 1708 in orcjer to recover the two Lordships of Stoke 
and Cossington, being heir-in-tail to said estates. He married in Lon- 
don the 1 2th day of May, 1709, Sarah Gibbons, of Box parish, the 
daughter of William Gibbons, of Wiltshire, gentleman. He died soon 
after his marriage, November 26th the following, and left his wife with 
child of a son, of whom she was afterwards delivered, March 6th, 1710. 
His name is also William, and he is heir-in-tail to the estates in England 
and Virginia. His mother brought him over to Virginia January, [717, 
and the 20th of May thereafter was married herself to the Rev. Alex- 
ander Scott, rector of Overwharton parish, in Stafford county, Virginia, 
and died 3d October, 1733. 

As to the daughters of George, the son of Richard aforesaid, the 
eldest married James Clifton, Esq., who lived in Lancashire, and had 
many children, among whom were Cuthbert, Anne and Eliza. The 
second daugher died a maid. The first and third married. The fourth, 
viz : Mary married Giles Brent, Esq., the father of the aforesaid William, 
who went tp England. The fifth died a maid. The sixth, viz: Ursula, 
married Charles Umphraville, gentleman, by whom she had many chil- 
dren. They went to France. These are the children and grandchildren 
of George Brent, Esq., of Deflford, by the mother of George Brent, 
Esq., of Woodstock, but he had two wives afterwards. By the first he 
left a daughter named Jane, who married Nathaniel Shrine, gentleman, 
now in London. He had many children by his last wife. He left a son 
named Richard, who married in Italy. 

George, the first son of George Brent, Esq., of Woodstock, died 
unmarried Sept. 2, 1708. Nicholas, the second son, married Jane, the 
daughter of Captain Thomas Mudd, of Charles county, Maryland, in 
April, 171 1, and died childless, December 18th following. Robert, the 
third son, went to Bermuda, 1701, and married the 8th May, 1702. Su- 
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sannah, daughter of Captain Daniel Seymour, eldest son of Florentius 
Seymour, Governor of that island, whom he brought into Virginia with 
him, and by whom he had many children, viz: George/ Robert, Ben- 
jamin^ Henry, Elizabeth, Jane, Martha, and Susannah. Marianna, eld- 
est daughter of George Brent, Esq., of Woodstock aforesaid, died very 
young. Eliza, the second daughter, married Thomas Langman, Esq., 
of the city of Bristol, in the month of February, 1709, and carried her 
home in the March following, and by her he had several children, viz: 
Thomas, George, Richard, Anne and Elizabeth. She died November, 
17 19. Henry, the first son of the said George Brent, Esq., of Wood- 
stock, by his second wife, married Jane, the eldest daughter of Mr. 
William Thompson, Charles county, Maryland, by whom he had one 
son now alive, named William, and died the 24th December, 1709. 
Mary, the first daughter of the said George Brent, Esq., by his second 
wife aforesaid, married Oswald, the second son of Anthony Neale, Esq., 
by whom she had William, Henry and Anthony, and died in the month 
of December, anno 1716. Martha, the youngest daughter, died a maid, 
in April, 17 15. 

It is said that their ancestors in their arms, recommended to their pos- 
terity by the serpent, Prudence — by his color Innocence — in a red field 
a bloody and troublesome world, with this motto or inscription, * Si/en- 
tio et Diligentia: " 

The foregoing is tianscribed from a paper dated about 1740, left by 
George Brent, the eldest son, as mentioned above, of Robert Brent and 
Susannah Seymour, who died at Woodstock about the year 1778. The 
said George went to Bermuda and there married Catherine Triningham, 
by whom he had many children, viz: Sarah, Susannah, Robert, Cath- 
erine, Jane, John and Elizabeth. 



It will be noticed from the foregoing statement that the Brent gene- 
alogy traces to an Odo de Brent, living at the time of the Norman Con- 
quest. It is stated that the name of his son is unknown, but that his 
grandson was Jeffry, who was succeeded in the direct line by Nicholas, 
whose son was Robert, and his son Sir Robert de Brent. The name of 
Odo de Brent does not occur in that part of the Domesday Book relat- 
ing to Somerset, but an Odo surnamed Baucaus and his grandson, Gef- 
fry, are mentioned as holding lands under the abbots of Glastonbury at 
an early period. Collinson in his history of Somerset states that the first 
of the Somersetshire family to bear the surname of Brent was Robert de 
Brent to whom the lands in Cossington were granted in 1 254. 

At an earlier date than this, however, there was a Falk or Falcatius 

* Their lines are not carried out here. 

fSee further notes respecting their descendants. 
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de Brent who is quaintly described by Phillipot in his " Villare Canta- 
nium y fy or " Kent surveyed and illustrated," as follows : 

The first that I find to be proprietor of Kensing in the hundred of 
Coldsheath was Falcatius de Brent and he is mentioned in the Red 
Book, kept in the Exchequer, to have held it in the reign of Heniy II 
(1154-89) and was Castellan likewise of Kensing Castle, a place then of 
important concern, though now its skeleton itself to be shrunk into such 
a desolate and neglected mass of rubbish, that now it would be as diffi- 
cult to trace it out or to find it, as it was formerly to conquer it. And this 
man's son, was that Falcatius de Brent, so famed in our chronicles, for 
those wild disorders and sallies, arising from boilings and evaporations, 
which are cast out by the calentures of youth rather than from any vicious 
habit, contracted from several acts of excess and rivetted into his soul. 
Yet it seems those excursions of his, did so disg.ist Henry III, that he 
made the forfeiture of his estate here pay the price of his vanities. In- 
deed that name, his misfortunes rather than his treasons, seem to chal- 
lenge. — Page 200. 

Tunbridge. 

In the year 1215, Falcatius de Brent, during the military contests 
King John had with his nobility, by force wrung this castle (Tunbridge) 
from the Earl of Gloucester, and maintained it for some time, with 
signal evidence of magnanimity, to the King's behoof and use. — Page 

344. 

M Willesborough, in the hundreds of Chart and Longbridge, has noth- 
ing to make it memorable, but that it was a principal piece of that rev- 
enue, which in this county related to the noble and ancient Family of 
Brent y of which was Falcatius de Brent, a man whom our English history 
pencils out under a character of the most perfect courage and magna- 
nimity, though disordered with some wild sallies and excesses, which 
peradventure may be attributed to the evaporations of youth, which is 
always volatible and airy, rather than any settled and contracted habit 
of vicious distempers arid mutinous passions which was lodged within 
him." — Page 366. 

This Falcatius de Brent also appears to have possessed himself of 
Knole Castle, in Kent, as mentioned in An Historical and Topographi- 
cal Sketch of Knole y in Kent, by John Bridgman, London, 1817. 

Bridgman says : 

4 ' The earliest authentic history we have of it is in the beginning of the 
reign of King John. It was then the property of Falcatius de Brent, and 
some time afterwards of Baldwin de Betun, who likewise possessed the 
Manors of Braborne, Kensing and Leale." 

And in Nightingale's Delineations of the County of Somerset occurs 
the following reference : 

* ' Stokecourcy. A short way south are the rui ns of the ancient mansion 
of the De Courcy's. This mansion was fortified in the time of Henry 
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III ( 1216-1272) by Falk de Brent, who became proprietor of the manor 
by marriage with one of the females of the family. His disaffection to 
that monarch and regency which succeeded were the- occasion of this 
measure. But the violence and depredations committed by him laid 
the King under the necessity of a special order to the sheriff to have it 
dismantled. Whether he succeeded or not is unknown, but we suppose 
the contrary/ '' 

'• In the church of this parish is a monument to John Vernai, of Fair- 
field, who died in the time of Henry VI (1430 to 1461 ). It is adorned 
with the family arms impaling the Wivern, Brent." 

No connection* is shown between this Falcatius de Brent and the 
Somerset'family. 

According to Collinson the name Brent (from an Anglo-Saxon word, 
meaning to burn), as applied to certain portions of the coast, occurs in 
the annals of Glastonbury before the time of the Danish invasions. It 
was, he says, to the devastations caused by the Danes that some had 
traced a fancied origin of the name. Collinson\s account of Cossington, 
the home of the Brents, in Somerset, contains a somewhat extended 
history of the family from the earliest date, and it is, therefore, quoted 
in full, with the insertion of such copies or abstracts of wills and admin- 
istrations as it has been possible to obtain from the Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury. 

Cossington. 

In the time of Henry I this manor was the possession of Gilbert 
Marshal, of England, and was by him conveyed to Jordan Ridel, a de- 
scendant of which Jordan, of the same name, granted it in 1254 to Robert 
de Brent, to be held of him and his heirs by service of a knight's fee, 
which service William Ridel, son of this last Jordan, granted over to Sir 
Baldwin Malet, of Entnore.* 

This Robert de Brent was the first that assumed the surname of Brent, 
from having his habitation at South Brent, in this county, where he was 
possessed of considerable estates, which continued in his family till the 
last age. His grandfather was called Sauvinus de Turre, and was by 
Henry de Blois, Abbott of Gastonbury, constituted porter of that 
abbey, with certain lands, and other profits of victuals, clothing, and 
money, annexed to that office; all which profits, together with the 
office, were again granted by Michael, the then abbott, to this Robert 
and to his heirs, to be by them held in as ample a manner as Robert the 
Son of Sauvin his faiher, or Sauvin his grandfather, ever held them, 
provisionally, that they and their servants should take the same due care 
of strangers, sick people, and others, who come thither for God's Sake. 
This Robert de Brent died before 46, Henry III (1262) leaving by Milli- 
cent his wife (afterwards married to Raymond Malet) a Son of his own 
name. 

(to be continued) 

•MS., Palmer. 



